are obtained within 1 or 2 hours, but the fall off is such that 80 per cent. can be recovered from the urine within 6 hours (Foord, O'Callaghan, Muggleton, and Currie, 1969) .
Single oral doses of 2 g. are unsuccessful in the treatment of gonorrhoea (Fowler, 1969; Oller and Smith, 1969) , although better results can be obtained with single doses of 3 g. when probenecid is given in addition (Willcox and Woodcock, 1969) .
When Fowler (1969) tried the double dose method by giving two oral doses each of 2 g. at an interval of 6 hours, he had a potential failure rate of 15 percent. in 31 cases in males and no failures in 16 females treated, but he abandoned the treatment because of the difficulty of getting patients to attend twice on the same day. In the present trial, it was felt that patients could be trusted to take just one dose away from the clinic, and this report concerns the treatment of 102 male patients given two oral doses each of 2 g. cephalexin, the first being taken under supervision in the clinic and the second being handed to the patient to be taken after an interval of 5 hours.
CASE MATERIAL AND MANAGEMENT
Of the 102 male patients, all with uncomplicated gonorrhoea, 48 were born in the United Kingdom, 31 were Negroes (30 from the West Indies and one from Kenya), and the remainder were immigrants from other areas. Diagnosis was based on Gram-stained urethral smears and on cultures in some cases. At follow-up an examination was made of the urethra, with a smear (and culture in some cases) being taken if a discharge was present, and the urine was inspected for haze and threads. It was planned that patients should be seen at approximately 2 to 3 days, 7, 14, 28, 56, and 84 days after treatment and that at least one microscopic examination of the prostatic fluid should be made during this time. (TABLE I) Of the 82 patients followed, as judged by whether or not there was a history of further sexual intercourse, there were twelve failures all noted within 2 weeks (14-6 per cent.). If all recurrences noted within 2 weeks were counted as failures the rate would be 18-3 per cent. In spite of a substantially higher incidence of previous infections in the Negro patients, there was no higher recurrence rate in this group.
FOLLOW-UP AND RESULTS
Apart from some difficulty experienced in swallowing the tablets, and their rejection by vomiting in one case no adverse effects were reported. 
